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Disabled Veterans Exemption S CONLEY

Public Act 24-46 § 4, effective 10/1/24:

If a permanently and totally disabled veteran owns a primary dwelling, it 1s tax exempt.

If a permanently and totally disabled veteran doesn’t own a home, that veteran’s vehicle
(maximum of one) is tax exempt.

If a permanently and totally disabled veteran owns neither a home nor a vehicle, but lives
with a spouse who does, the same exemption applies.

The exemption also transfers at death to the
veteran’s surviving spouse until remarried, or
to the veteran’s children until age 18, if they
inherit the property or it’s held in trust for them.
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Public Act 24-46 § 4, effective 10/1/24 (continued)

The veteran must file for the exemption with the
town assessor including military records showing
Veteran’s Affairs has determined the disability is
total (100%), permanent, and service-connected.

Need not refile each year unless condition changes.
Can apply retroactively up to 3 years, and get an interest-free refund if overpaid.
Many other existing statutes provide various tax relief to veterans which vary with the

degree of disability, income, and other factors, but this Act prohibits claiming more than
one exemption at a time.
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Public Act 24-1 §§ 1-12 effective 10/1/24: new
method of valuing motor vehicles

Requires DMV (instead of CT Assn of Assessing
Officers) and OPM to annually establish valuation
guidelines that town assessors must use. (§§ 1-7)

Based on MSRP less annual depreciation instead of
National Automobile Dealers Association valuations.

(8§ 2-3)

Goal was more stability and predictability.
Passed in 2022 but delayed until now.
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Public Act 24-1 §§ 1-12 effective 10/1/24: new method of valuing motor vehicles
(continued)

Percentage 1s 15%-85% of MSRP depending on vehicle’s age up to 20 years,
minimum $500 (§ 3). But towns can opt for an alternate schedule which increases
these by 5% points to 20%-90% (Public Act 25-2 § 2). Several towns have now
done so.

Requires assessors to analyze modified
vehicles and their alterations as either MV
or PP for taxation and declaration purposes.

(§§ 3, 4).
Allows owners to contest the valuation,

including MSRP, in same manner as a
normal assessment appeal. (§§ 3 & 8)
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Public Act 24-1 § 13 effective 10/1/24: motor vehicles mill rates

Still capped at 32.46 mills total between town and district.

Municipal option to set different mill rates for MV versus RE, as long as the MV rate
1s lower than the RE rate.

Municipal option to set the MV mill rate at zero. In
other words, towns and districts now have the
option to totally eliminate their motor vehicle tax.
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Public Act 24-1 § 8 effective 10/1/24: supplemental motor vehicle tax bills

“Such property tax shall be payable not later than the first day of (A) February
following the first day of January on which the owner of such motor vehicle
becomes liable for the payment of property tax, for assessment years commencing
prior to October 1, 2024, and (B) the month succeeding the month in which such
property tax became due and payable, for assessment years commencing on or after
October 1, 2024, with respect to such motor vehicle in accordance with the
provisions of this section, subject to any determination in accordance with section
12-142 that such tax shall be due and payable in installments.”

Terribly drafted — literally says payable the month after it’s payable.
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Public Act 24-1 § 8 effective 10/1/24: supplemental motor vehicle tax bills (continued)

OLR Report says “Presumably, this means municipalities will set supplemental tax
bills’ due dates and interest will begin accruing the first day of the next month.”

Each municipality can effectively determine their own due date(s) for MVS billing as
long as it’s no sooner that the first day of the month after the vehicle is added. Either
by ordinance, policy statement, or just whenever tax collector does it. This will nearly
always mean the deadline will be 30 days after the bill, since the tax collector won’t
know to send it until after the assessor makes the determination.
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Public Act 24-1 § 8 effective 10/1/24: supplemental motor vehicle tax bills (continued)

What we’ve told our membership: “Effective October 1, 2024, the [supplemental] tax
on any motor vehicle ... shall be due on either the first day of the calendar month after
the Assessor determines its owner is liable for such tax or 30 days after a rate bill for
such tax 1s sent to such owner, whichever i1s later.”
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House Bill 7154 -- pending

Changes “may” to “shall” to make clear that a tax assessor can’t refuse a tax
collector’s request to look at a personal property tax declaration.

Increases from $5 to $20 the minimum amount eligible to be claimed by someone
for a refund after overpaying a tax. Also changes many statutes to say that when a
town owes a taxpayer a refund, the town can deduct the amount of any other tax
delinquency the person owes.
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House Bill 7154 -- pending (continued)

Clarifies that a single mailing address must be
given to the town for mailing a property’s tax
bills and payment demands, even if there are
multiple owners. Also increases from $100 to
$500 the maximum amount of a tax that a
town can choose to charge in a single annual
installment, instead of multiple installments
throughout the year.

Allows an interest reduction not just when the postmark was stamped by the post office,
but also when the postmark was made by a private postage meter. Also allows an interest
reduction if a taxpayer has evidence that their payment was only late because it was
stolen.
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House Bill 7154 -- pending (continued)

Changes the word “may” to “shall” to make clear that filing a lien continuance
certificate on tax-delinquent property is mandatory.

Changes the two-year deadline for filing a lien for unpaid personal property taxes by
starting it on the tax’s due date rather than its (earlier) assessment date.

Expands an existing option currently allowed only for larger towns, to all towns
regardless of size, for filing a single blanket lien for all real estate tax delinquencies.

Clarifies that when someone 1s appealing their
tax valuation and doesn’t pay their taxes in full
in the meantime, the town can still file a lien
continuance certificate until it is paid.
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House Bill 7154 -- pending (continued)

Clarifies who should be notified of a tax sale when the owner 1s deceased, how to
postpone and reschedule an auction, and when a lienholder gets incentives to pay the
debt to stop the auction.
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Reverses a state Supreme Court ruling that when a court declares a mobile home
“abandoned,” it extinguishes the town’s liens on it for unpaid taxes without paying
them. This bill says the tax liens will instead survive the abandonment procedure.
Without this amendment, the mobile home park and town are in a “race” against each
other, and whoever is first wipes out the other.
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